THE JOSEPH SEARS SCHOOL
Board of Education Kenilworth School District No. 38

Minutes of Special Meeting, February 6, 2006

Page 8

Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Board of Education, 
Kenilworth School District No. 38, Cook County, Illinois;

Held at Faculty Hall of The Joseph Sears School, 542 Abbotsford Road, Kenilworth, Illinois at 7:22 p.m. on the 6th Day of February, 2006
The Meeting was called to order by Vice President Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman at 7:22 p.m. Upon roll call being called the following Board members answered present: Mrs. Karen H. Hartman, Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta, Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber, Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand, and Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman. Board members absent: Mr. Tom Colberg, Mr. Philip R. de Roziere. 
Also in attendance;

Dr. Kelley K. Kalinich, Superintendent;

Mr. James A. Mattern, Business Services Consultant;

Mrs. Linda LaFianza, Recording Secretary; 
Mrs. Maria M. Jones, District Resident;

Mr. Scott Kaufman, District Resident; and

Extended Day Kindergarten Options Committee Members;
Mrs. Kristen Casas, District Resident;

Mrs. Betty Duffy, District Resident;

Ms. Samantha Lower, Kindergarten Teacher;

Mrs. Lisa Renaud, District Resident; 

Mrs. Barbara Rodriguez, Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten Teacher;

Mrs. Sharon Sprague, Early Childhood Intervention Specialist; and
Mrs. Laurie Sahn, First Grade Teacher;

Presentation and Discussion of Extended Day Kindergarten Committee Recommendation
Dr. Kalinich led a presentation and discussion of the Extended Day Kindergarten Committee’s recommendation. She began with an overview of the Committee’s process and its work.

Mrs. Rodriguez presented the current half-day and the proposed extended day Kindergarten curriculum and schedule.

Dr. Kalinich then reviewed the costs of the recommendation and its impact upon facilities.

Mrs. Rohrman presented the Board of Education’s considerations and goals for the program.
Dr. Kalinich completed the presentation with the Committee’s recommendation, that parents of members of the 2006 – 2007 Kindergarten Class be allowed to choose between three schedule options; the half-day program currently in place, a five-day-a-week extended day Kindergarten program, and a half-day program with extended days two times per week.

The Board discussed the recommendation and asked questions that were answered by the Superintendent and members of the Committee.

After the Board’s questions were answered, Mrs. Rohrman asked for questions from the audience. Several were asked that were also answered by the Superintendent and members of the Committee.

The Board and audience members thanked the Committee for its thorough work to develop the recommendation.
New Business

A.
Discussion of and Possible Approval of Extended Day Kindergarten Recommendation

Mr. Wiegand moved, seconded by Mr. Seminetta, to approve the recommendation to implement the following offerings for the 2006-2007 Kindergarten Class:
· Half Day Kindergarten (no tuition)

· Five Day a Week Full Day Kindergarten ($2,600 parent-paid tuition) and

· Two Day a Week Full Day Kindergarten (($1,040 parent-paid tuition) 
Roll call:

Aye



Nay


Absent



Abstain
Mr. Tom Colberg

Mrs. Karen H. Hartman

Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta

Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber

Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand

Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman

Mr. Philip R. de Roziere

Motion carried, 5 to 0, with 2 absent.
Consent Agenda
The Board reviewed and discussed the Consent Agenda items.

Approval of Policy Revisions
· Policy No. 7:100 – Students – Health and Dental Examinations, Immunizations, and Exclusion of Students

· Policy No. 7:340 – Students – Student Records

· Policy No. 7:50 – Students – School Admissions and Student Transfers to and from Non-District Schools

Mr. Treiber moved, seconded by Mrs. Hartman, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Roll call:

Aye



Nay


Absent



Abstain
Mr. Tom Colberg

Mrs. Karen H. Hartman

Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta

Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber

Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand

Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman

Mr. Philip R. de Roziere

Motion carried, 5 to 0, with 2 absent.
New Business

E.
Discussion of and Possible Approval of Maximum Student Class Size Targets

Dr. Kalinich presented a recommendation to adopt an administrative procedure in determining maximum class sizes for each grade level. (Copy attached.)
The Board reviewed and discussed the recommendation noting that the information will informally be used as a guideline for class section determination.
Mr. Treiber left the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

B.
Discussion of and Possible Approval of Student Services Consultant Review

Dr. Kalinich presented two proposals from consultants for a Student Services Consultant Review. She stated that she and the Education Committee recommended that the proposal from Drs. Robert A. Henderson and Margaret G. Jobe be accepted.

Mr. Wiegand moved, seconded by Mrs. Hartman, to approve the recommendation to accept the proposal from Drs. Henderson and Jobe to conduct a Student Services Department Review for a maximum amount of $4,100 in consulting fees plus reasonable expenses, to be arranged by the District.
Roll call:

Aye



Nay


Absent



Abstain
Mr. Tom Colberg

Mrs. Karen H. Hartman

Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta

Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber

Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand

Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman

Mr. Philip R. de Roziere

Motion carried, 4 to 0, with 3 absent.
F.
Discussion of and Possible Approval of Resolution Authorizing Intervention in a Pending Property Tax Assessment Appeal

Mr. Mattern reported that the owner of a commercial property located at 62 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, had filed an appeal of their property tax assessment with the Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board and that because the appeal of the assessment is for an amount in excess of $100,000, the Cook County Board of Review had notified the District of the appeal. He stated that the Administration recommended that the District, in cooperation with the Board of Education of New Trier High School District 203, intervene in the appeal because the District has a revenue interest in the matter and a legal right to participate in the appeal. Mr. Mattern presented a copy of the resolution provided by counsel for Board review.

The Board reviewed and discussed the resolution.

Mr. Seminetta moved, seconded by Mr. Wiegand, that the following Resolution Authorizing Intervention in a Pending Property Tax Assessment Appeal (Northern Trust Company) be approved.


WHEREAS, the Taxing District has received notice from the Board of Review of Cook County that NORTHERN TRUST COMPANY has appealed to the Property Tax Appeal Board (“PTAB”) regarding the 2004 assessed valuation of his property located at 62 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, in New Trier Township, Cook County (Property ID No. 05-28-103-127-0000) and PTAB Docket Number 04-26447.001-C-2, which property comprises part of the assessed valuation of the Taxing District; 


WHEREAS, the Taxing District has a revenue interest in the assessed valuation appeal and finds that intervention as a party in the assessed valuation proceeding is in the best interests of the Taxing District; and


WHEREAS, the Taxing District has a right to intervene in the proceeding before the PTAB in order to protect its revenue interests in the assessed valuation of the subject property.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the BOARD OF EDUCATION OF KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38 as follows:

1. 
The Board of Education finds that all of the recitals contained above are true and correct and that the same are hereby incorporated herein by reference.

2. 
The law firm of Robbins, Schwartz, Nicholas, Lifton & Taylor, Ltd. is authorized, as of the postmark date of the above-mentioned Board of Review notice, to file as legal representatives on its behalf a Request To Intervene in the PTAB Docket Number 04-26447.001-C-2 relating to the appeal of assessed valuation in this matter.

3. 
All motions and resolutions or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Resolution are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.

4. 
This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage.

Roll call:

Aye



Nay


Absent



Abstain
Mr. Tom Colberg

Mrs. Karen H. Hartman

Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta

Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber

Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand

Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman

Mr. Philip R. de Roziere

Motion carried, 4 to 0, with 3 absent.
C.
Presentation of and Discussion of Policy Revisions

Dr. Kalinich presented revisions to the following policies: Board Policy No. 7:20–Students–Harassment of Students Prohibited; Board Policy No. 4360-4362–Student Behavior; Board Policy No. 7:230–Students–Misconduct by Students with Disabilities; Board Procedure–Students–Administrative Procedure–Misconduct by Students with Disabilities; and Board Policies Regarding Student Eligibility for Extracurricular Activities. She stated that after reviewing the revised policies, counsel recommended that additional work be done and that they be referred to the Policy Review Committee for additional revisions before presentation to the Board.
D.
Discussion and Possible Action to Determine Timelines for the District Endowment Initiative

Dr. Kalinich stated that The Joseph Sears School Foundation Board of Directors was seeking direction from the Board of Education for the establishment of an Endowment, particularly in regards to the next District tax increase referendum.

The Board discussed the topic and agreed to recommend that the Foundation begin identifying prospects other than families whose children presently attend Sears School to contact regarding including bequests to the Foundation in their wills and estate planning. The Board recommended that members of class reunions also should be invited to contribute to the endowment. It was agreed that a campaign to solicit donations from District families should have a limited focus until after the Spring 2007 referendum. The Board also recommended that the Foundation consider ways to recognize contributors to the endowment.
Administrative Reports
A.
Freedom of Information Act Requests

Dr. Kalinich stated that no Freedom of Information Act Requests were received by the District since the last Board meeting.

B.
Communication/Correspondence

Dr. Kalinich reported that the District had received one parent communication since the last Board meeting. It was a request for third grade test scores that Dr. Kalinich planned to answer, with Mr. Conran’s assistance.
C.
Review of Junior Kindergarten Enrollment Projection for 2006 - 2007

Dr. Kalinich reported that to date, 23 students were enrolled in the 2006 – 2007 Junior Kindergarten Program. The Board recommended contacting parents of potential students to poll their interest in the program, for next school year. It was also noted that parents who have already signed up for Junior Kindergarten will be notified after Kindergarten Registration if there is a need to have a morning session of Junior Kindergarten.
Board Committee Reports

A.
Education Committee Report

Mrs. Rohrman reported that during the Education Committee Meeting on January 10, 2006, the Committee reviewed the needs of Third Grade students, ISAT and ITBS scores, the status of the Extended-Day Kindergarten Options Committee, two Student Services Department Review proposals, and the work of the Discipline and Ethics Committee. She stated that the Committee also engaged in a discussion on class size, including a review of survey data collected from New Trier Township elementary school districts, and developed the target class size recommendations that were presented for consideration by the Board earlier in the Special Meeting.

The Committee scheduled their next meeting for 7:45 a.m., on Monday, February 13, 2006.
B.
Personnel Committee

Mr. Wiegand reported that during the Personnel Committee Meeting on January 31, 2006, the Committee considered proposals from two consultants for the Special Education Department Review, made plans for an informational meeting with the Faculty Negotiating Committee, received updates regarding compensation of employees and faculty/staff evaluations. A preliminary employee projection for 2006 – 2007 was also received.

Mr. Wiegand continued by stating that the Committee also met with the Kenilworth Education Association (KEA) on February 6, 2006, to discuss the state of negotiations that were suspended after the unexpected Teachers’ Retirement System (TRS) changes in June 2005.

The next Personnel Committee meeting will be at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 6, 2006.
C.
Technology Committee

Dr. Kalinich reported that members of the Technology Committee are presently participating in a series of observations at surrounding school districts and that the session at Apple Computers was a great success. She also stated that great progress is being made on the website renewal, that it is in the final review and proofreading stage. Dr. Kalinich noted that she would email the website link to the Board members for review.
Closed Session

Mr. Seminetta moved, seconded by Mr. Wiegand, to go into Closed Session at 10:00 p.m. to consider information regarding the employment of employees and student discipline.
Roll call:

Aye



Nay


Absent



Abstain
Mr. Tom Colberg

Mrs. Karen H. Hartman

Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta

Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber

Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand

Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman

Mr. Philip R. de Roziere

Motion carried, 4 to 0, with 3 absent.
Return to Regular Session – Roll Call
Mr. Wiegand moved, seconded by Mrs. Hartman, to return to Regular Session at 10:10 p.m.
Roll call:

Aye



Nay


Absent



Abstain
Mr. Tom Colberg

Mrs. Karen H. Hartman

Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta

Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber

Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand

Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman

Mr. Philip R. de Roziere

Motion carried, 4 to 0, with 3 absent.
Personnel Action

Mr. Wiegand moved and Mr. Seminetta seconded the motion to accept the retirement requests of Student Services Teacher Mrs. Judy Gould and Technology Facilitator Mr. Matthew J. Brackett as presented.
Roll call:

Aye



Nay


Absent



Abstain
Mr. Tom Colberg

Mrs. Karen H. Hartman

Mr. Joseph T. Seminetta

Mr. Jeffrey A. Treiber

Mr. Thomas J. Wiegand

Mrs. Susan E. Rohrman

Mr. Philip R. de Roziere

Motion carried, 4 to 0, with 3 absent.
Adjournment
There being no further business, Mrs. Hartman moved, seconded by Mr. Seminetta, to adjourn the Board of Education meeting at 10:12 p.m. Voice vote; all ayes. Motion carried, 4 to 0, with 3 Members absent.
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